Vision Statement
The Board of Education believes that all children are entitled to education commensurate with their particular needs.  Children who are gifted in the District must be provided opportunities to progress as their abilities permit.  The Board also believes that these children require differentiated services in order to realize their potential contribution to themselves and society.

Two opportunities a year are given for students to be identified by professional qualified persons using a variety of approved assessment procedures. (See our web page for a complete listing of assessments) The Board encourages efforts to provide services for the children who are gifted as an integral part of the total kindergarten through grade 12 program.  The Board ensures that there will be equal opportunity for all children identified to receive any or all appropriate services offered by the District.

The District shall identify children of the District, in grades kindergarten through twelve, who may be gifted in one or more of the following areas:

A. Superior Cognitive Ability

B. Specific Academic Ability in One (1) or more of the following content areas:

1. Mathematics

2. Science

3. Reading, writing, or a combination of these skills; and/or

4. Social Studies

C. Creative Thinking Ability

D. Visual or Performing Arts Ability such as drawing, painting, sculpting, music, dance, drama.

The District shall use only those instruments approved by the Ohio Department of Education for screening, assessment, and identification of children who are gifted as provided in the Assessment Instruments for the Identification of Children Who Are Gifted 
The District shall accept scores on assessment instruments approved for use by the Ohio Department of Education provided by other school Districts and appropriately trained personnel outside the school District.    
Program Goal

The Willoughby-Eastlake city School District goal of the gifted/talented enrichment programs is to provide appropriate educational alternatives that will allow children who are high-ability learners to develop into creative, intelligent, capable, productive, and compassionate human beings.  The gifted/talented enrichment programs are focused on building each child’s strengths to encourage his/her potential for lifelong learning.
Program Organization
SELF-CONTAINED CLASSROOM (Gr.1-6)

Criteria: gifted identification in the area of Superior Cognitive Ability and Math and/or Reading
· Full Time Class

· Enrichment/Extension of Grade-Level Curriculum
· Research Skills
· Oral/Written Communication Skills
· Critical/Productive Thinking Skills
· Academic Games Participation
· Affective Development
· Independent Study (gr.3-6)
· Thematic Group Studies  (gr. 1-2)
· Creative Development
· Organizational Skills
· Conversational Spanish (gr. 4-5)
· Computer Skills

PULLOUT PROGRAM (Grades 2-5)
Criteria:  gifted identification in the Specific Academic areas of Math and Reading
· 1 Full day week
· Research Skills

· Oral/Written Communication Skills

· Critical/Productive Thinking Skills

· Creative Development

· Literature Study

· Computer Skills

· Academic Games Participation

· Affective Development

· Independent Study
· Differentiated Curriculum

· Acceleration
GIFTED INTERVENTION SUPPORT (Gr.1-6)

Criteria:  gifted identification in Specific Academic areas of Math or Reading

Support given by Gifted Intervention Specialist either through direct services or by supporting the regular classroom teacher with materials and enrichment activities, available in all elementary schools.
GRADES 7-8 COMPONENTS
· Algebra – Grade 7
· Algebra 2 – Grade 8

· Honors Science, Math, English, and Social Studies

       GRADES 9-12 COMPONENTS

· Advanced Placement classes in 
              Math, Social Studies, Science, &
                     English

· Honors Classes

· Laboratory Science

· Mentorship Programs
· Internships
· Academic Clubs & Competitions
· Post Secondary Option
Placement

Student  eligibility for placement in any of these programs is based upon a combination of factors which includes data from standardized ability and achievement tests and a teacher recommendations as outlined in Section 3324.06 of the Ohio Revised code
Parent Group

The Willoughby-Eastlake Association for the Gifted and Talented  (WEAGT) offers support for the efforts of parents, teachers, and administrators on behalf of gifted children.  The association funds additional enrichment materials for students as well as professional opportunities for teachers.  Parental support includes the distribution of information from state and national associations for gifted children, guest speakers who address various aspects of parenting bright children, and family activities.  Everyone benefits from the interaction and exchange of ideas as we strive to encourage every child’s potential.
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Further information cab be obtained by contacting Alison Ciferno, Gifted  Coordinator

alison.ciferno@weschools.org
(440).283-2227
Please refer to our website
www.weschools.org 

(Parent tab – Zenith Enrichment Program selection)
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“Humans need invitations the way flowers need sunshine.  If students are to flourish in school, they must have an environment that nurtures their potential.” – Purkey, 1984   
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Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools

37047 Ridge Road

Willoughby, Ohio 44094
440-946-5000



If You Can Imagine It,





You Can Achieve It.





If You Can Dream It,





You Can Become It.











